
 NRW FRUJRWWHQ

 YHVWHUGa\ a TRWaO SWUaQJHU
 CaOOHG PH WKLWH TUaVK

 TRQH BOHYLQV

 YHVWHUGa\ a WRWaO VWUaQJHU FaOOHG PH ZKLWH WUaVK. OQ P\ TXLHW VXEXUEaQ VWUHHW ZaONLQJ P\
 GRJV. I JXHVV WKH IaFW WKaW LW'V a PLGGOH-FOaVV QHLJKERUKRRG ZaV WKH UHaVRQ KH OHIW RII WKH
 "SRRU." BHIRUH EHLQJ LQVXOWHG IRU P\ IaPLO\ aQG P\ IaPLO\'V IaPLO\, I ZaV aOWHUQaWHO\
 aPXVHG, VKRFNHG, aQG ZaU\. BXW WKH GHILQLWH ERWWRP-OLQH TXHVWLRQ ZaV: HRZ GLG KH NQRZ?

 BXW ILUVW WKLQJV ILUVW. I aP a FURVVEUHHG RI IULVK-EQJOLVK VHWWOHUV aQG EOaFN-CaULEEHaQ
 ZLWK VRPH NaWLYH APHULFaQ WKURZQ LQ WR VSLFH WKLQJV XS. I aP EURZQ, PLGGOH-aJHG, ZLWK
 FXUO\ KaLU aQG ORQJ aUPV. I ZaV ERUQ aQG UaLVHG LQ a VPaOO PRXQWaLQ WRZQ LQ NRUWK CaU-
 ROLQa. WKHQ a VWUaQJHU FaOOV PH ZKLWH WUaVK, I aP QRW FRQIXVHG RU aQJU\. I NQRZ I KaYH
 EHHQ LQVXOWHG, EXW I aP VLPSO\ aPa]HG. TKLV VWUaQJHU, ZLWK VXSHULRU YLVXaO VRSKLVWLFaWLRQ
 KaG GLVUHJaUGHG VNLQ FRORU, aJH, VH[, aQG VRFLRHFRQRPLF LQGLFaWRUV WR FRPH XS ZLWK KLV
 UHPaUN. NRW WR PHQWLRQ HYHU\WKLQJ WKaW I WKRXJKW KaG EHHQ GLVVROYHG LQ PH E\ P\ HGX-
 FaWLRQ, WUaYHO, aQG OLIHVW\OH. WKaW LQ P\ ERG\ OaQJXaJH, aWWLWXGH, aQG SHUVRQaOLW\ PaGH a
 FRPSOHWH VWUaQJHU FaOO PH ZKLWH WUaVK? AIWHU aOO WKHVH \HaUV?

 FLUVW PLVWaNH: I ZaV ZHaULQJ FXWRII MHaQV, a PaQ'V VKLUW, a EaVHEaOO FaS, aQG FKHaS
 VaQGaOV. WaONLQJ P\ GRJV. EPSKaVLV RQ GRJV, QRW GRJ. A FaU QaUURZO\ aYRLGHG KLWWLQJ
 WKHP, aQG I ORXGO\ WRRN RIIHQVH. A VXUH VLJQ RI ZKLWH WUaVK-LVP: WKLV FRQFHUQ RYHU GRJOLIH.
 M\ VHFRQG PLVWaNH ZaV WR UHPHPEHU WKH WLUHG OLQH KHaUG LQ HYHU\ PRYLH, ERRN, RU HGXFa-
 WLRQaO YLGHR HYHU GRQH aERXW WKH SRXWK. I aVNHG, WKURXJK VTXLQWHG H\HV, "YRX OLYH aURXQG
 KHUH?" HaOI FKaOOHQJH, KaOI FHUWaLQW\. WKHQ WKH PaQ aQVZHUHG "NR," I WROG KLP LQ QR
 XQFHUWaLQ WHUPV WR "JLW RQ EaFN" WR ZKHUH KH FaPH IURP. FRUWXQaWHO\, I UHIUaLQHG IURP
 aGGLQJ WKaW ZH GLGQ'W OLNH KLV NLQG LQ RXU QHFN RI WKH ZRRGV, HU, EXUEV. WKHUH GLG WKRVH
 ZRUGV FRPH IURP?

 I ILQLVKHG ZLWK WKH GRJV aQG URaPHG ZLWK UQ\ FRIIHH aURXQG P\ KRXVH, VXEFRQ-
 VFLRXVO\ ORRNLQJ IRU RWKHU VLJQV RI P\ XQPLVWaNaEOH UHJLRQaO LGHQWLW\. TKH ELNHV, VHFXUHG
 QRW ZLWK a KLJK-WHFK ORFN, EXW ZLWK a KHaY\ OLQN RI KaUGZaUH FKaLQ WR WKH IHQFH. (AW OHaVW
 WKH\'UH QRW HaUOH\V.) TKH URZ RI EaVHEaOO FaSV? AQ aSURQ? POaQWV LQ YaULRXV VWaJHV RI UHSaLU
 aURXQG WKH ZLQGRZ OHGJHV? AQ aEXQGaQFH RI EHHU ERWWOHV LQ WKH UHF\FOLQJ ELQ? TKHUH aUH
 SLFWXUHV LQ ROG-IaVKLRQHG RULJLQaO IUaPHV RI ORQJ-GHaG aQFHVWRUV SURXGO\ GLVSOa\HG. WHOO-
 ZRUQ ZRUN ERRWV. A ZRRGHQ FXWRXW RI a FRZ XVHG aV a GHFRUaWLYH PRWLI. A JXQ LQ WKH EHG-
 VLGH GUaZHU. A SLFNXS WUXFN LQ WKH FaUSRUW. A KaQG-RQ-KLSV VWaQFH aW P\ IURQW GRRU WKaW
 VWaWHV P\ UHG-EORRGHG APHULFaQ ULJKW WR aOO ZLWKLQ P\ GRPaLQ.

 WH aOO NQRZ WKaW LQ WKH KHaW RI aUJXPHQW, V\QaSVHV VFUaPEOH WR ORFaWH WKH H[aFW
 LQVXOWLQJ SKUaVH WR GHaO a GHaWK EORZ WR WKH HQHP\. IW'V VXUYLYaO. II aSSURSULaWH, ZH ZRXOG
 MXVW aV VRRQ GHOLYHU a NQRFNRXW SXQFK. WKHQ WKH VWUaQJHU VSaW RXW KLV HSLWKHW, VOaPPHG
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 KLV FaU GRRU aQG VSHG RII, KH ZaV FRQILGHQW WKaW KH KaG GHPROLVKHG KLV aGYHUVaU\, PH,
 ZLWK KLV KHLQRXV ZRUGV. SRFLaO VFLHQWLVWV KaYH SUHWW\ PXFK ILJXUHG RXW WKaW ZKHQ RQH
 UHVRUWV WR aQ\ W\SH RI HSLWKHW, ZKHWKHU UaFLaO, VH[XaO RU aJHLVW, LħV XVXaOO\ EHFaXVH WKH
 VSHaNHU LV RQ WKH URSHV, VR WR VSHaN. NR RWKHU EaWWOH PRYH LV LPPHGLaWHO\ aYaLOaEOH. BXW a
 YHUEaO LQVXOW aERXW VRPHWKLQJ WKaW LV XQaYRLGaEOH LV aOVR QRW aUJXaEOH. YHaK, ZHOO, I JXHVV
 I aP aQ ROG ZRPaQ ZLWK FHOOXOLWH. WKaW'V LW WR \RX?
 TKLQNLQJ RQ LW, I UHaOL]HG WKaW LI \RX'UH RI WKaW VRUW RI PLQG, I SUHVHQW a SUHWW\ OaUJH

 WaUJHW IRU HSLWKHWV. TKHUH LV SOHQW\ aERXW PH WKaW LV XQaYRLGaEOH aQG SHUKaSV RIIHQVLYH. TKH
 PaQ FRXOG MXVW aV HaVLO\ KaYH VaLG, "QLJJHU," RU "G\NH ELWFK," RU HYHQ "RYHUaJHG KLSSLH."
 AQG VWLOO KLW KRPH, VRUWa. Ma\EH ZLWK WKH ILUVW, KH PLJKW KaYH IHaUHG OaUJH T-VKLUWHG PHQ
 ZLWK QaPHV OLNH MXVWaIa; ZLWK WKH VHFRQG, a OaUJH T-VKLUWHG ZRPaQ QaPHG CKORH. HH
 VHHPHG WR KaYH OLWWOH IHaU RI VFUaZQ\ T-VKLUWHG JRRG ROH ER\V QaPHG JHE. M\ HQHP\, WKH
 VWUaQJHU, LQVWLQFWLYHO\ ZHQW IRU aQ HSLWKHW ZLWK VWa\LQJ SRZHU. AQG RQH WKaW KH FRXOG JHW
 aZa\ ZLWK.
 CHUWaLQ IRUPV RI GLVFULPLQaWLRQ aUH PRUH aFFHSWaEOH WKaQ RWKHUV QRZaGa\V. IQ

 VHOHFWHG SaUWV RI WKH FRXQWU\, LQVXOWV WR ZRPHQ, VHQLRU FLWL]HQV, aQG ZKLWHV RI WKH ORZHU
 PLGGOH FOaVV aUH VWLOO SHQaOW\ IUHH. SWHUHRW\SHV GLH KaUG, HVSHFLaOO\ RQHV WKaW aUH IaU UHPRYHG
 IURP RQH'V HYHU\Ga\ H[SHULHQFH.
 I KaYH VSHQW a FRQVLGHUaEOH WLPH SURYLQJ WR P\VHOI aQG WR WKH SaJH WKaW P\ IRUEHaUV

 ZHUH OaQGRZQLQJ, SURXG, KaUG-ZRUNLQJ PRXQWaLQ SHRSOH, IaU UHPRYHG IURP WKH ORZ-OLIH,
 UHQW-Sa\LQJ Oa\aERXWV WKaW I VaZ LQ WKH WRZQ ZKHUH I JUHZ XS. WH GLGQ'W KaYH FaUV RQ
 EORFNV; QR KRXQG GRJV UXQQLQJ RQ URSHV EaUNLQJ QLJKW aQG Ga\; WKH PHQ GLGQ'W ZRUN WKH
 ILHOGV aQG GULQN aZa\ WKH FaVK RQ Sa\Ga\; ZH RZQHG WKH KRXVH WKaW I ZaV ERUQ LQ. I
 aVVXPHG WKaW SHRSOH ERUQ LQ WKH UHVSOHQGHQW EHaXW\ RI WKH PRXQWaLQV ZHUH RXW RI WKH
 ORRS aV IaU aV ZKLWH WUaVK-LVP ZHQW. TKH VaPH ZLWK "FUaFNHU" RU "UHGQHFN," HSLWKHWV UHVHUYHG
 IRU IRONV RQ WKH SOaLQV, ORZOaQGV, WKH RHaO SRXWK. TKH\ ZHUH WKH WKURZEaFNV WR WKH HUa RI
 SOaQWaWLRQV, VOaYHU\, WHUULEOH HFRQRPLF FRQGLWLRQV, aQG KaUG UHOLJLRQ. M\ SHRSOH ZHUH aUUR-
 JaQW, LQGLYLGXaOLVWLF, LVROaWLRQ-SURQH, YLROHQW, VFaUFH-ZLWK-ZRUGV IRONV RI WKH PRXQWaLQV.
 BXW WKaW'V REYLRXVO\ SXWWLQJ WRR ILQH a SRLQW RQ LW. TKH VWUaQJHU ZKR LQVXOWHG PH

 OLYHG LQ a PRUH XSVFaOH QHLJKERUKRRG. SR, ZKLOH KH ZaV YLVXaOO\ aVWXWH, KH MXVW FRXOGQ'W EH
 H[SHFWHG WR NQRZ WKH GLIIHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ "FRXQWU\," "KLOOELOO\," "PRXQWaLQ WUaPS," "VKLQ-
 HUV," aQG "ZKLWH WUaVK." TKHVH GLVWLQFWLRQV HVFaSH a ORW RI IRONV LW VHHPV. TR KLP, FaVXaOQHVV
 RI aWWLUH, aUURJaQFH, aQG VaVVLQHVV aERXW GRJV aQG P\ OLWWOH SORW RI OaQG FRXOG RQO\ EH
 ZKLWH WUaVK-LVP.

 I NQRZ WKHUH ZaV PRUH ZRUNLQJ LQVLGH PH aV I ZaONHG P\ GRJV WKaW PRUQLQJ. MRUH
 WKaW I ZaV Va\LQJ WR WKH ZRUOG E\ KRZ I FaUULHG P\VHOI, WKH OaQJXaJH RXW RI P\ PRXWK, WKH
 ZLOOIXOQHVV RI P\ UHVSRQVHV. WH aUH ZKR RXU PRWKHUV aQG IaWKHUV ZHUH, RXU JUaQGGaGGLHV
 aQG JUHaW aXQWV, VRPHKRZ. SRPHZKHUH LQ WKH ZLJJOH RI JHQHV. TKH JUaFH RI a JHVWXUH. TKH
 OLIW RI aQ H\HEURZ. AQG LI I FaQ'W KLGH LW, ZLWK JHQHWLFV, LQWHOOHFW, aJH, WKHQ VR EH LW. WKLWH
 TUaVK-LVP.

 BXW LW VWLOOV EXJV PH a OLWWOH; MXVW ZKaW ZaV WKH GHILQLWH JLYHaZa\ VLJQ? WaV LW P\
 VFXIIHG VaQGaOV? M\ EaVHEaOO FaS ZRUQ EULP IURQW, QRW EaFNZaUGV OLNH WKH IaVKLRQ? HHOO, LW
 PXVWa EHHQ WKHP WKUHH PaQJ\-ORRNLQ' GRJV RI PLQH.
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