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D I R E C T I O N S .  S O  T R A D I T I O N A L .  B U T  S O  N E C E S S A R Y .

You wil l  receive the name of  a  l iterary and/ or  historical  f igure that i s  i n  some way as so ciated with the

reading assignments in  this  course.  Then,  you wi l l  take i t  upon yoursel f  to  researc h more  about this  person.

You should pay attention to when and where this  individual  was al ive-  the t ime fr ame and the cultural

customs/expectations of  that t i me and place,  their  bel iefs,  their  background,  their  int erests,  their  style,

etc.  Then,  you wil l  act  as if  you are that person.  Be as creati ve as you woul d l ike to be .  N ext,  you wil l  have a

l ittle  speed dating sessi on with others in  the cl ass.  Your  goal  i s  to  try to l ear n as  muc h about the others

during the speed dati ng sessions. . .  and to show them enough of  yoursel f  so t hat t he y  can get to know you.

Lastly,  you wil l  recei ve two envelopes.  In  each envel ope,  there wi l l  be two blank note cards.  You wil l  write

one l ie  about your  indi vidual's  l ife  on one card,  and one truth about your  i ndi v idual' s  l ife  on the other.  Then,

your partner(s)  wil l  select  one of  the two envel opes ( just  one).  Regardl ess of  whet he r  o r  not  the selected

envelope holds a  truth or  a  l ie,  you' l l  have to try and "sel l "  the content of  that  enve lo pe  as if  it  were true

(even if  it 's  not)  in  60  seconds.  Partners can ask questi ons and interrogate th e val idit y  o f  the content.

After  the 60  seconds is  up,  your  par tners have to guess whether-  based on the ir  l imite d speed dating

interaction and inter rogati on session with you-  or  not  the informati on regarding y our  pe r son is  true or  false.

TRUE CONFESSIONS
ONLY YOU CAN DECIDE WHAT IS  TRUTH AND WHAT IS  MIRAGE.

English Class Presents

Step One:  Select  or

receive assigned

literary or  historical

f igure.

Step Two:  Research

biographies,

autobiographies,  and

what this  individual

wrote and published.

Step Three:  Present

your acting ski l ls-

adopt the persona of

this  individual. . .  and

prepare for  some speed

dating to get to know

other people.

Step Four:  Write down

one l ie  and one truth

regarding your

individual's  l ife  and

place them in the

envelopes.

Step Five:  Partners wil l

select  one of  the

envelopes.  Now,  try

and persuade your

audience in  60  seconds

that the content in

that envelope is  true

(even if  it  isn't.)

Step Six:  Partners-

decipher  whether  or

not the individual  is

lying based on what

you already know about

that person-  from the

speed dating chats.



D I R E C T I O N S .  S O  C L I C H E .  B U T  S O  N E C E S S A R Y .

Do your research.  Find bi ogr aphies,  autobi ographi es,  articles,  essays,  thi ngs t his  pe rs o n wrote.  You are

basical ly  conducting a  character  study of  someone that real l y  exi sted or  maybe st i l l  doe s.  How do you think

you person spoke/speaks? What were/are thei r  interests? How woul d/do they dres s?  What kinds of

questions would/do they ask? What would/ are thei r  personal ity qui rks be? What wo uld have been/is  current

news at  that/the t ime? What wer e/are they writi ng? What had/have they writt e n?  What social  movement

did/do they support? What is  their  relati onship hi story? Di d they l i ve a  good l ife ? Was t heir  l ife  tragic? How

did they die? What is  their  legacy? How wi l l  you tel l  thei r  story.  Remember:  the  goal  is  to  try to learn as

much about your  person as possible.  

FIND THEIR STORY
CHARACTER ANALYSIS  MEETS REAL-LIFE  PEOPLE .  
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(1 )  L O C A T E  A T  L E A S T  T H R E E  S O U R C E S  ( P R I M A R Y  O R  S E C O N D A R Y )

Make sure that you are f inding/locating credi bl e  sources.  These wi l l  i nform yo ur  c harac t er  analysis  and

knowledge of  this  person. . .  so you want to make sure i ts  as accurate as possible .  Be  s ur e to cite your

sources in  MLA or  APA format.  I  mean,  I ' l l  take Chicago-styl e if  you want to be fancy.

(2 )  G O  A H E A D  A N D  A N S W E R  T H E  ' T E L L  M Y  S T O R Y '  Q U E S T I O N S  N O W

When you complete the speed dating activi ty,  you' l l  want to already know the answers  t o  the questions.  So,

while  you are researching,  f i l l  out  those questi ons.

(3 )  O N E - P A R A G R A P H  S Y N O P S I S  

Write a  minimum of  f ive sentences expl aini ng this  person.  It  doesn' t  have to be supe r for mal  or  super

extensive.  It  can be l ike a  mini-biography that you'd post on a  dati ng site or  one t he  back cover  of  a  book.

(4 )  C R E A T E  T H E  P H O T O - C O L L A G E

Create a  photo-col lage that r epresents your  person.  This  coul d be designed l ike  an ins t agram page or  a

Twitter  page or  a  FB page.. . .  or  it  coul d si mply by a  col l age pasted together.  It  is  the visual  representation

of your  person.  Therefore,  pick things that represent that person and are indi vidualize d.



D I R E C T I O N S .  S O  B A N A L .  B U T  S O  N E C E S S A R Y .

You wil l  act  as if  you are your  selected/assigned person.  Be as creative as yo u wo uld l ike  to be.  How do you

think you person spoke/speaks? What were/are thei r  i nterests? How woul d/do  t he y  dr es s? What kinds of

questions would/do they ask? What would/ are thei r  personal ity qui rks be? What wo uld have been/is  current

news at  that/the t ime? What wer e/are they writi ng? What had/have they writt e n?  What social  movement

did/do they support? What stories woul d they tel l  from their  past on a  f i rst  dat e ? Yo u get to make an

educated guess and then act  accordi ngl y.  

 

Remember:  the goal  is  to  try to learn as much about the other  people and to try and get them to know as

much about you as possible.  Here is  the twist  though:  in  phase one,  you only ge t  t o  s ee the person.  Then,

you wil l  receive a  'Tel l  My Story'  handout.  Before you even begi n tal ki ng to on e  ano ther,  you have to make a

judgment cal l  based on looks al one and thei r  photo-col lage.  Each of  you wi l l  ge t  t o make  a  photo-col lage of

things that you found about your  person.  Before you get to have the discussion part  of  the bl ind date (phase

two),  you wil l  read the other  person their  story (from your f irst  impressi on judgme nt ).  Then,  you can use

that as discussion points for  phase two.  In  phase three,  you get to have unstruct ur e d c hat t ime.  In  phase

four,  you get to decide if  you would go on a  second date or  nah. . .

TELL MY STORY
A NEW WAY TO CONDUCT BLIND DATING.  

English Class Presents

Research your  person,  and

then,  make a  photo-col lage

of their  interests,

background,  culture-  a

visual  display of  their

story.

The visual  reveal.  Dress up

and act  l ike you think your

person would act  (but no

talking).  Then,  write your

date's  story based solely

on their  appearance and

photo-col lage.

Read the 'Tel l  My Story'

handout to your  date.  Use

this  as a  springboard for

discussion about what

they guessed correctly,

and what was way left

field.

Have some unstructured

chat t ime.  Try and get to

know your date.  Ask

questions,  l isten,  etc.

Decisions.  Would you go on

a second date?



Y O U R  N A M E  I S :

A N D  T H I S  I S  Y O U R  S T O R Y .

Y O U  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Y E A R S  O L D .

F O R  W O R K ,  Y O U ' R E  A ( N ) :  

Y O U  G R E W  U P  I N :

Y O U R  F A M I L Y  H E R I T A G E  I S :

Y O U  H A V E  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  S I B L I N G S .  A N D  Y O U  A R E  T H E :  

D U R I N G  Y O U R  C H I L D H O O D ,  Y O U R  M O M  W A S  A  

D U R I N G  Y O U R  C H I L D H O O D ,  Y O U R  D A D  W A S  A  

Y O U  G R E W  U P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  [ S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  S T A T U S ] .

Y O U  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  R E C E I V E  A  P R O P E R  E D U C A T I O N .

 

O N E  T H I N G  T H A T  Y O U ' D  B E  W I L L I N G  T O  D I E  F O R  I S :

 

O N E  T H I N G  T H A T  Y O U  W A N T  T O  B E  R E M E M B E R E D  F O R  I S :

 

T H E  C R A Z I E S T  T H I N G  T H A T  Y O U ' V E  E V E R  D O N E  I S :

 

Y O U R  B I G G E S T  S U C C E S S  W A S :

Y O U R  B I G G E S T  S U C C E S S  W I L L  B E :

Y O U R  G R E A T E S T  F E A R  I S :

 

Y O U  T H I N K  Y O U  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G E T  M A R R I E D  O N E  D A Y .

Y O U  T H I N K  Y O U ' L L  H A V E  . . . . . . .  M A R R I A G E ( S ) .

Y O U  W A N T  T O  H A V E  . . . . . . . . .  K I D S .

Y O U  T H I N K  Y O U ' L L  B E  A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P A R E N T .

 

Y O U  A R E  M O S T  A T T R A C T E D  T O  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  I N  A  P A R T N E R .

Y O U R  I N T E R E S T S  I N C L U D E  ( L I S T  3 ) :

 

Y O U  H A V E  T R A V E L E D  T O :

R E L I G I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . .  I M P O R T A N T  T O  Y O U .

 

D E A L - B R E A K E R S  I N  A  R E L A T I O N S H I P  F O R  Y O U  A R E  ( L I S T  3 ) :

 

Y O U  . . . . . . . . . .  T H I N K  Y O U ' L L  D I E  A  T R A G I C  D E A T H .

 

 

TELL MY STORY
A NEW WAY TO CONDUCT BLIND DATING.  

English Class Presents


