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“
Our history teacher tells us not 
to write our essays the way we 

write them in English. Who are we 
supposed to believe?



5 min quickwrite: 

Step by step directions for making 
a peanut butter sandwich



Audience

ALL writing happens for audiences



https://tinyurl.com/2018RJ112 Digital Resources

Enter your email 
address in the google 
form for access to a 
folder full of cool 
resources!



Synthesis Assessment 

✘ Stance (student position)
✘ Engagement of sources
✘ Accurate citation
✘ Control of prose



DBQ Assessment 

✘ Historical thinking
✘ Argumentation
✘ Use of evidence
✘ Contextualization
✘ Synthesis



Annotations

At your tables, please compare scoring guidelines and reading 
annotations for both tasks

✘ What conclusions can you draw about audience?
✘ What are some potential classroom implications?



✘ Directive prompt implies question (evaluation or proposal)
✘ Students must read 6-7 sources in light of task
✘ 15 additional min to read and annotate
✘ Essay must articulate a central claim or thesis
✘ Students must use sources to support position

Similarities



Synthesis

✘ Read for claims
✘ Should question authors
✘ Must incorporate at least 3 sources
✘ No real benefit to external evidence
✘ Holistic 9 point scoring scale
✘ Control of prose required

Differences

DBQ

✘ Read for facts
✘ Should recognize historical context
✘ Must incorporate at least 6 docs
✘ Must incorporate at least one 

example of external evidence
✘ Scoring based on accumulation of 

specific tasks (1 point per)
✘ No real evaluation of prose 



thanks!
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