
Henrietta
Lacks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPz0bmsXp6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPz0bmsXp6M


“We must not see any person as an abstraction. 
Instead, we must see in every person a 

universe with its own secrets, with its own 
treasures, with its own source of anguish, and 

with some measure of triumph.

Elie Wiesel qtd. in The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
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The book started 
with a photo.
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The Details.
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HeLa
Cells 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgB1IqGp8BE


immortal 



HeLa Cells could wrap around the Earth three times
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Polio 
Vaccine
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First Cells in Space.



Cell 
Cloning
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Cancer 
Treatments: 

Christine and 
Toxatin
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Gene 
Mapping
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In-vitro 
Fertilization
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Crash 
Course 
Biology 
Lesson: 
Basic Cell 
Anatomy 
Review
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In the cell 
nucleus, there 
is an entire 
genome made 
up of individual 
genes.
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HeLa Cell 
Mitosis
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But, who was 
Henrietta Lacks?

HeLa cells have 
changed medicine 
and science forever. 
But, who is behind 
the legacy? 
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1951- Johns 
Hopkins 
“Color 
Ward”



Discovered the 
immorality of 
Henrietta’s cells… 
without her 
knowledge.
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Let’s read 
her story.


